Direct-to-consumer advertising of
prescription drugs:
Can evidence inform policy?

The suggestion to ‘ask your doctor’ if this medicine is right for you is a constant
refrain on US TV, including US satellite and cable TV reaching Canadian audiences.
What do we know about the effects of this advertising on public health, health care
costs, the patient-doctor relationship, and people’s knowledge of the effects of
medicines?

This presentation will begin with a brief introduction to Canadian and international
policies on prescription drug advertising, followed by a review of the research
evidence, and a discussion of the link - or lack thereof - between current policy
trends and the body of existing evidence. In Canada, these issues are currently
playing out in a little-publicized court case in which Canada’s largest media
company, CanWest, is challenging the federal prohibition of direct-to-consumer
advertising.
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